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PCMag.com is a leading authority on technology, delivering lab-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more from technology. How We Test Editorial Principles If you're on the go, use a free music streaming app to listen to your
tunes just about anywhere. We compiled a list of the best free music apps to help you enjoy your personal music library, discover new artists, identify songs, listen to streaming music, and find radio stations near you. All of these apps are completely free, and most are compatible with Android and iOS devices. Use the link to download the app or find
it in the app store on your smartphone. You'll be up and running in no time. Pandora is popular for a reason. For most people, it's because they find it to be the best app for streaming music. Enter your favorite artist, and Pandora plays their songs along with similar artists it recommends. This is the easiest way to find new music similar to the songs
you already love. As you listen, rate songs so that the app will play more of the music you like, or won't play songs you don't like. The service learns and improves suggestions based on your ratings. Bookmark your favorite artists to access them later, and stream podcasts from the app. The app works best when connected to Wi-Fi, so you can stream
music with little to no buffering. Register for free with Pandora to save your stations and ratings across the phone app and their website if you also listen on your computer. There's a free app for iPhone, iPad, Android, Kindle Fire, Nook, Windows Phone, Windows desktop, and other devices, including smartwatches. Download For: Apple's Shazam app
is a cool reverse audio search tool that's great for when you don't know the name of a song you heard in a store, during a movie, or in your car. It listens to a song that's played and tells you the name of the song and the artist. You can share your discovery, watch a music video of it on YouTube, and play it in Spotify. You can also find tour information,
view a discography, read album reviews, and create a Pandora station based on that artist. Each song that's identified through the app is saved as a tag. Share these tags with your friends and view their discoveries as well. Sometimes, depending on the song it identifies, you can watch the lyrics scroll by as you listen along. If you create a user
account, you can view your Shazamed music from a computer. There's also a free app for iPhone, iPad, and Android devices, as well as Apple Watch, Android Wear, and macOS. Download For: Spotify is an awesome music app that lets you follow artists and sync music from your desktop. Like Pandora, you can create a radio station so it plays
recommended music based on your initial interest. Find music by viewing top lists and new releases, as well as by searching for playlists and your favorite artists and albums. Add your favorite songs to your music library and play those songs again later. One thing that makes playlists enjoyable with Spotify is that anyone can make one and share it
with others so that they can play the same songs in their app. The app allows several push notifications, alerting you to things like a new album being released from an artist you follow, or when a playlist is updated. The basic version is free. If you want to remove ads, play any song at any time, download the music, and more, there are Spotify
Premium plans to pick from. Get the app for Android, iPhone, iPad, Kindle Fire, and your Windows, Linux, or Mac computer. It also works well with an Apple Watch, even offering Premium users the ability to download playlists, podcasts, and albums directly to the Watch. Spotify also lets all users control playback from their Apple Watch on wireless
speakers, TVs, or other devices. Download For: If you need a radio app for your mobile device, iHeartRadio has you covered. It supports tons of devices, has awesome features, shows no commercials, and finds nearby radio stations with ease. You can also listen to podcasts and create music stations based on your favorite songs, search for stations,
and look in categories like 80s and 90s hits, alternative, holiday, classical, rock, oldies, and more to find the music you like. Save your favorite stations as presets and set one as an alarm clock, complete with a daily schedule and snooze option. Use the iHeartRadio music app to set a sleep timer to turn off a radio station after a certain number of
minutes or hours. iHeartRadio also lets you view lyrics as you listen, see an artist's biography, and share a station with others. Upgrading to iHeartRadio Plus or All Access gives you more features beyond what the free edition allows, including unlimited skips and playlists, instant replays, and more. The apps work with Android, iPhone, iPad, iPod
touch, Kindle Fire, Windows, and other devices, including Apple TV, Amazon Echo, Chromecast, gaming consoles, vehicles, and wearables. Download For: LiveOne (previously called LiveXLive, and Slacker Radio before that) has pre-programmed streaming radio stations for about every genre. While listening to a station, fine-tune it to play more of the
songs that you like, or leave things a bit more open to find new kinds of music. Create new stations and playlists, as well as keep track of your favorite songs and recently played songs. The free version includes ads, doesn't play music offline, has standard-quality audio, can't play music on-demand, and doesn't let you skip an unlimited number of
songs. You can upgrade to get those features. The app runs on Android, iPhone, iPad, Fire TV, Apple TV, and Roku. Download For: If you love radio but want the convenience of a mobile device, check out the free music app from TuneIn. Listen to local radio stations wherever you are, which is perfect when traveling. Enter a song or artist, and you
instantly have a list of all the radio stations around the country that play that song or artist. With a push of a button, you can listen to that radio station from your phone. TuneIn also lets you access podcasts and sports radio. If you like the service, consider subscribing to TuneIn Premium for commercial-free radio and fewer ads. The app works with
many devices, including Android, iPad, iPhone, Apple Watch, Windows Mobile, Windows, wearables, TVs, gaming consoles, speakers, and more. Download For: SoundCloud contains tons of audio uploaded by other users, including homemade audio and music from up-and-coming artists. Search for music, artists, and audio, and follow other users to
keep track of their new uploads. A combined 10-plus hours of audio is posted every minute from other users, which means you can find something interesting. Playlists can be built on the iPhone to create a customized stream of your favorite music and share the playlists with others. Some devices let you record and upload your audio through the app.
If you create a user account, access your saved songs and other data from both the app and the website. An account and subscription to SoundCloud get you ad-free listening, no previews, high-quality audio, and offline listening. You can install the app on your Android, iPhone, or iPad. Download For: YouTube Music provides a staggering number of
streaming songs and videos from popular artists as well as lesser-known, niche content creators. Its powerful recommendation engine adapts seamlessly to offer songs and content according to what you played before, where you are, and what you're doing. Its smart search function helps you find songs even when you don't know the title. The
YouTube Music video offerings include popular music videos along with live recordings, interviews, concert footage, and more, spanning decades of artists' work. Add songs to your library and craft playlists, or choose from a variety of preset playlists. It can build a playlist for you based on the music you like. The basic, ad-supported version is free.
Music Premium ($9.99 per month) lets you listen and watch ad-free and offers an audio-only mode so that you can play a song without its video. Music continues to play even when your screen isn't activated. There's also a Family and Student plan. Try the premium edition free for 30 days and see if the upgrade is worth it. YouTube Music works with
Windows, Mac, and Linux PCs and offers iOS and Android apps. Download For: Spinrilla is the best app for hip-hop mixtapes. Listen directly from the app or download the music for offline use, and browse the offerings in several ways. At the top of the app is a section for new music, popular songs, and singles. The Upcoming Tracks area of the app is
complete with a countdown until the day the music will be available. Unlike some music streaming apps, this one lets you scroll back and forth through any song, leave comments on individual tracks, create playlists of the songs you see in the app, and save the music to your device. There's also a built-in radio that lets you listen to top hits,
instrumental music, and location-specific radio. Get this hip-hop music streaming app for iPhone and Android. Download For: Thanks for letting us know! Tell us why! Private music collections aren’t the norm these days because of music streaming. However, many people still enjoy the benefits of a personal music collection. You can have higher
quality music, it works offline, and it’s cheaper in the long run. Fortunately, there are plenty of options when it comes to jamming out to your favorite tunes. Here are our top picks for the best music player apps for Android. The best music player apps for Android AIMP is a fairly powerful mobile music app. It supports common music file types,
including mainstays like FLAC, MP3, MP4, and others. You also get a host of customization options, theming, and other fun stuff like that. The app has a simple UI and we had no problems getting around and listening to music. It keeps it simple with a decent Material Design interface.We also appreciated its outstanding equalizer, HTTP live
streaming, and volume normalization. It’s definitely a step up from most basic music player apps. There is also a desktop version in case you want to kill two birds with a single app. The only downside is potential compatibility issues with MIUI and EMUI devices. BlackPlayer is a simple, but elegant music player that puts very little between you and
your music. It operates on a tab structure and you can customize the tabs to use only the ones that you actually want. On top of that, it has an equalizer, widgets, scrobbling, an ID3 tag editor, no ads, themes, and support for most commonly used music files.It’s delightfully simple and a fantastic option for fans of minimalism. The free version is a little
bare-bones with the paid version providing far more features. Thankfully, the pro version isn’t expensive. As of our July 2019 update, the free version of BlackPlayer seems to be missing in action. We’ll check back in a few months to see if it comes back. Price: Free / $5.99-$8.99DoubleTwist Music Player had its ups and downs over the years. It’s
currently on an upswing, though, and it’s a good overall music player. The free version has a strong offering, including almost all of the basics. You get playlists, support for most popular audio codecs (including FLAC and ALAC), a simple UI, Chromecast support, and Android Auto support.There is an optional add-on for Apple AirPlay support ($5.99)
and a premium version ($8.99) that adds AirPlay support along with a 10-band equalizer, a SuperSound feature, themes, and some other stuff. In addition, the free version lets you listen to radio stations in your area so there is a music streaming element as well. There are even some features for podcast listeners, such as the ability to skip silences in
the premium version. It’s a tad pricey, but it’s good overall. MediaMonkey is a bit of a dark horse in the music player apps business. It has a ton of features, including organizational features for things like audiobooks, podcasts, and the ability to sort songs by things like composer (instead of just artist). It also has basic stuff like an equalizer.What
makes MediaMonkey a truly unique music player is the ability to sync your music library from your computer to your phone (and back) over WiFi. It’s a bit complicated setup, but it’s virtually a one-of-a-kind feature. Plus, it can sync with the desktop version over a cable almost identically to iTunes so it’s one of the best ways to manage larger local
libraries across devices. Musicolet is a no-BS music player app. It has a lot of desirable features, including many that you don’t often associate with music player apps. That includes a truly offline experience, a lightweight UI, and a small APK size. Additionally, the app features multiple queues (another rarity), an equalizer, a tag editor, support for
embedded lyrics, widgets, folder browsing, and more.Its no-nonsense approach is refreshing. This is a great option for people who just want a music player that plays music without a ton of extra stuff. It’s also completely free with no in-app purchases and, because of its lack of Internet access, no advertising. Price: Free trial / $7.99Joe Hindy /
Android AuthorityNeutron Music Player is another music app that isn’t nearly as popular as it probably should be. It features a 32/64-bit audio rendering engine that is (according to the developers) independent of the Android OS. The idea is that it helps music sound better.It also has a lot of other features, including support for more unique file types
(FLAC, MPC, etc), a built-in equalizer, and a host of other audiophile-specific features. It’s a bit expensive and the UI is definitely not the best on the list. However, everything else about it is good. Price: Free / Optional donation Oto Music is a solid, minimal music player. You get an attractive, easy-to-use player with decent navigation and support for
things like Chromecast and Android Auto. Additionally, the app comes with five widgets, gapless playback, a light and dark theme, tag editing, and support for normal and synced lyrics. You get all of that in an app package of about 5MB. There is even a Discord in case you want to speak to the developer.Everything in the app is free, but you can
support the developer with optional donations ranging from $0.99 to $14.99 if you want to. It looks good, it works well, and there’s nothing really wrong with it. This is a rock-solid option in this space. Phonograph is one of the few good open-source music player apps. It bills itself as being simple. lightweight, and easy to use. In most cases, it
succeeds. It features a classic, simple Material Design UI. It’s quick to move through as needed. You can also change the theme if you want, but the theme editor isn’t especially powerful. Along with that, you’ll get Last.FM integration, a tag editor, playlist features, a home screen widget, and some other navigation features.It’s very simple and a great
option for those who just want to listen to their music without anything getting in the way. This app is also available with no in-app purchases with Google Play Pass. PlayerPro Music Player is another lesser-known music app that should be getting a little more traffic. It features a good-looking interface that makes everything easy to use along with
skins that you can download and install for more customization. You’ll also get support for playing video, a rare ten-band equalizer, Android Auto and Chromecast support, various audio effects, widgets, and some fun little features like the ability to shake the phone to get it to change tracks. It even supports Hi-Fi music (up to 32-bit, 384kHz). You can
demo the app for free before forking out the $4.99. Price: Free / $4.99 per month / $39.99 per yearPlexamp is probably your best bet for playing music not stored on your phone, but also not streaming like Spotify. You set up your Plex server at home and then use this app to stream music from your computer to your phone. The app has a minimal,
good-looking UI and you can do things like downloading your songs to your phone temporarily for offline use.The app also includes true gapless playback, loudness leveling, soft transitions, an EQ, a preamp, and some other nice touches for the audiophile crowd. Plex does charge $4.99 per month to use the app since it does have to bounce off of Plex
servers to work. However, it’s still cheaper than a music streaming service and that covers the cost for regular Plex (video content) as well as Plexamp. Poweramp has long been one of the go-to music player app choices for a lot of Android users. It has a sleek interface with themes that you can download from the Google Play Store. The interface can
be too clever for its own good sometimes. It’s otherwise fast, efficient, and powerful and there are themes available if you want to that route. The app also includes many playback features, including gapless playback, crossfade, and it has support for several types of playlists along with Android Auto support.You’ll also find widgets, tag editing, and
more customization settings. You can even download lyrics if you need to. It’s a powerful player that seems to strike the right chord with almost everyone. Pulsar is definitely one of the best music player apps available right now. The features include beautifully done Material Design, tag editing, gapless playback, smart playlists, a sleep timer, and
Last.fm scrobbling. Pulsar also has Chromecast support and some of the best Android Auto support we’ve seen of any app on the list. It’s not as feature-heavy as some of the paid options, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that it’s bad.It’s a great option for those looking for something minimal, lightweight, and good-looking. The pro version is
inexpensive and only adds a few more features. Neither the free nor premium version has advertising. The same developer also does Omnia Music Player (Google Play link), a highly touted and good music player as well. Rocket Music Player is another good-looking and highly functional music player for Android. It comes with the basics along with a
10-band EQ, embedded lyrics support, tag editing, Chromecast support, and Android Auto support. It actually has some outstanding Android Auto support and works with Google Assistant really well.Additionally, it has some niche features that we liked such as podcast bookmarks in case you have to leave and come back. There are parts of the app
that look a little older, like the notification player and settings menu, but everything else looks and feels quite good. The premium version removes ads, but even the ads aren’t that bad if you want to stick to the free version. Price: Free / $4.99-$14.99Stellio is a surprisingly good music player. It supports the usual stuff like playlists, various views, and
even various themes. You can also look up lyrics online and they become available offline from that point forward. Some other features include above-average audio codec support, widgets, a bunch of customization settings, and some extras like crossfade and a tag editor.The basic $4.99 premium version removes ads and adds some themes. There are
also additional themes you can purchase for $1.99 each or just get the $14.99 premium version where you get everything. The choice is yours and the themes are actually good. Price: Free / $9.99+ per monthYouTube Music is technically a music streaming service, but you can use it as a local music player as well. The app should ask you if you want
to look at music on your device when you launch it. The UI is average at best and most of its features revolve around its streaming platform. However, much like Google Play Music, you can actually upload up to 100,000 of your own songs to YouTube Music and stream directly from there.That’s a boon for folks who have larger collections and also use
phones with limited storage or no SD card slot. It’s far from perfect and it’s definitely not as good of a local music player as others on the list. However, with the 100,000 songs, this competes well with something like Plexamp where you can listen to your local tunes without needing the files directly on your phone. Price: $7.99 + $1.99-$3.99USB
Audio Player Pro is the king of its own niche. It works perfectly fine as an audio player for just about anybody. It comes with UPnP support, little extras like gapless playback, a 10-band EQ, and an attractive, functional UI. However, where this one really sings is for the audiophile crowd. The app supports up to 32-bit, 394kHz audio natively with
support for FLAC, MQA, DSD, SACD, and a ton of other audio codecs.Additionally, it specifically works well with USB DACs as well as HiRes DACs like the one in LG phones. That’s a good thing because most other music players don’t do that very well. You can even stream music (via TIDAL, Qobuz, and Shoutcast) through this app in order to take
advantage of your hardware.It’s a bit expensive and those without special DACs definitely don’t need anything like this, but it’s the best for those who do use such hardware. Onkyo HF Player (Google Play link) is also pretty good in this space, but we think UAPP is a little better. If we missed any of the best music player apps for Android, tell us about
them in the comments. This is an update of a previously written article, so check the comments for some suggestions from our readers! You can also click here to check out our latest Android app and game lists. Android appsBest AppsGoogle AppsMusicMusic Apps
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